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 19 December 2008 
 
 
 
Dear Conference Participant, 
 
Urban Age South America Conference in São Paulo, 3 – 5 December 2008 
 
On behalf of the London School of Economics and Deutsche Bank’s Alfred 
Herrhausen Society, we would like to thank you for your participation in the 
Urban Age South America Conference on 3 – 5 December 2008. We hope you 
felt, as we did, that this latest investigation into the future of cities provided an 
important sounding board about how to address today’s global urban pressures 
and to affect the debate about the challenges and opportunities facing São 
Paulo and other South American cities.  
 
Reflecting on the legacy of the conference on his city, the Governor of the 
State of São Paulo Jose Serra recently wrote in O Estado de S. Paulo that “if 
only a few of the ideas that were discussed at the Urban Age conference could 
reach the man or woman in the street we would be one step closer to coping 
with the immense urban challenges we face.”  We very much hope that the 
collective contributions will help shape the public debate and urban policies of 
South America’s largest and most dynamic city.  
 
With over 400 participants from fifteen countries in attendance, we are very 
aware that we were unable to engage everyone in the in-depth discussions 
about how to enhance mobility, balance environmental pressures, create social 
cohesion and improve the physical form of the environments in which half the 
world’s population now live. Nonetheless, we hope that you were able to 
establish links with other urbanists from cities across the world and engage 
with the interdisciplinary issues that were presented at the conference.  
 
In order to keep this debate alive, we would like to invite you to share any 
further reflections in writing to urban.age@lse.ac.uk. We are currently 
accumulating comments from a cross-section of conference attendees for future 
publication and your personal insight about urban issues in South America or 
Urban Age in general would be particularly valuable. 
 
The full conference proceedings and presentations will soon be available for 
download at www.urban-age.net. We will keep you notified of our activities 
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but also hope you will continue to stay engaged with the Urban Age by sharing 
your work or informing us of innovative approaches to improving the built 
form and social fabric of our cities. As you may know, the next Urban Age 
conference will take place in Istanbul in October 2009, while a final summit in 
May 2010 in Berlin will summarise Urban Age’s five year investigation into 
how to make cities more inclusive and better designed places to live and work. 
 
Thank you again for your involvement in the Urban Age South America 
conference. We wish you best wishes for the New Year. 
 
  
Yours sincerely 
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